THIRD CIRCULAR

Dear colleagues,
you are reading the third and final circular with information about the 16th European
Carabidologists Meeting, that will start very soon. Everything is almost ready, but we recommend
you to check the conference website regularly for possible changes.
We are looking forward to your arrival very much. Have a safe journey to Prague!
Sincerely yours,

Pavel Saska
on behalf of the organization committee

Photo by Pavel Moravec
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How to reach the hotel
Conference venue in hotel Krystal is located at the following address: José Martího 2/407, Praha 6,
at the end of this street (point A on the map). This hotel is next to the busy Evropská avenue and
can be seen from far away (see Venue and Accommodation section). The public transport in Prague
currently experiences massive diversions in the area of Prague 6 due to construction works on
extension of the metro system and underground parts of the inner city ring, and reconstruction of
the tram rails on Evropská avenue.
From the Airport
As a result of the temporary changes the transport from the airport to the hotel is MUCH EASIER
then normally. From the airport please take the bus line 119, which stops in front of both terminals.
There are other bus lines operating from the airport but these will not take you to the hotel. You
should buy your tickets in advance (reduced fare of 24 Kč applies). Leave the bus at Nad Džbánem
stop (point B), the bus ride will be about 10 minutes, depending on the traffic. All buses indicate
stop sequence on information panels for your convenience. From the stop follow the map below
(your bus will arrive from the left of the map) and on foot you will reach the hotel in 3-5 minutes
(ca. 400 meters).
Alternatively you may use taxi, we recommend yellow AAA taxi, the price should not exceed 250
Kč.
Because the conference hotel is very close to the airport, we will not arrange any pick up of the
conference participants.
From the city centre
International trains usually terminate at Praha – Hlavní nádraží and some also stop at Praha –
Holešovice. Due to the traffic diversions we advise you to use metro from both train stations (red
line C) and go to Dejvická station – terminal station of the green line A. From there you should take
the bus line 119 (direction Airport), 218 (direction OC Šestka) or X26 (Direction Divoká Šárka).
These bus lines leave from the same stop, direction airport. Leave the bus at Nad Džbánem stop
(point B) and follow the map above (your bus will come from the right of the map).
By car
Reaching the hotel by car may be relatively easy by using the navigation. However, we recommend
you to use the southern outer city ring if you come from the west, south or south-east (D1, R4, D5,
R6). It is longer but faster and safer. From the east and north-east (R10, D11), use “Jižní spojka”
road. Those who come from the north-west (R7) just leave at the first indication to the centre. We
wish good luck with crossing the city to those who come from the north (D8) (there is no outer city
ring on the north). Due to constructions in this area traffic jams appear on daily basis.
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Those who are planning to arrive to Prague via D1, the major highway in the Czech Republic,
please be aware that this highway is currently under reconstruction so horrible traffic jams occur
regularly at several places, especially on Friday and Sunday afternoon.
Payment in the hotel
You can pay your room by card (VISA, MasterCard, American Express) or in cash in CZK or EUR,
the money exchange is available in the hotel.
Scientific programme
Your talks were arranged in eight sessions:
Session 1: Population genetics and biogeography
Session 2: Dietary studies on carabids
Session 3: Agroecology of carabid beetles
Session 4: Carabid assemblages in forests
Session 5: What drives the variability in carabid life history traits?
Session 6: Fascinating carabids
Session 7: Spatiotemporal patterns in carabid assemblages
Session 8: Anthropogenic effects on carabid fauna
Please check the complete programme on the conference web. The posters were not divided in
sessions.
Lunch
Lunch on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday is not included in the conference fee. You can
have lunch in the hotel restaurant. Contrary to our previous announcement you do not need any
reservation in advance. You can simply enter the restaurant, select the menu and pay on site. Other
option is to have lunch in some of the few restaurants in the neighbourhood, but this will certainly
be more expensive and will take more time.
We will provide your lunch during the conference excursion on Wednesday.
Complementary and social programme of the meeting
Excursion to the Divoká Šárka Natural Reserve – Monday 23/9
This excursion is optional. We will visit Divoká Šárka Natural Reserve on foot. This natural
reserve is close to the hotel and includes wild rocky sceneries, rocky steppes, large meadows and
various kinds of forests. We will explore one of the nicest parts of this large area of nature
conservation and recreation in Prague. The walk will be ca. 2-2.5 hrs long and will include steep
ascends and descends. This excursion is not suitable for disabled persons or those with vertigo.
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Please take hiking boots and outdoor equipment with you. This excursion will be organized only in
case of good weather. Caution – carabids and mushrooms may be present. The meeting point is on
the map – ca. 10 minutes on foot from the hotel (point C).
Welcome drink – Monday 23/9
You are invited for an informal welcome drink in the Crop Research Institute from 19:00-21:00.
Drinks and some food will be available. You can find the Crop Research Institute at Drnovská 507
(point D), ca. 30 minutes walk from the hotel Krystal. Alternatively, you may take the bus 218 at
Nad Džbánem stop direction OC Ruzyně, and leave this bus at Ciolkovského stop (point E). From
there it is ca. 200 meters. Attendees of the walk to Divoká Šárka will come to the welcome drink
straight from the excursion.
Conference excursion – Wednesday 25/9
We will first visit Oblík, the prominent hill in the České Středohoří Protected Landscape Area
(photo above). This place is famous for its xerothermic steppes inhabited by many species of
xerophilic insects. Workers of the administration of the Protected Landscape Area will introduce the
restoration management of the steppe funded by the EU programme LIFE+. Take your collecting
equipment with you – local carabids are waiting and disturbance caused by collectors will be most
welcome by the habitat managers. Perhaps you will find the fourth specimen of Parazuphium
chevrolati rebli Hůrka et Pulpán, 1981, described from there and known from three exemplars only.
Be prepared for steep ascend and descend, so good boots are recommended. Take a raincoat in case
of bad weather.
After that we will move to the historical town of Žatec (Saaz in German), one of the Capitals of hop
production and trade in Europe. There, we will visit the Temple of Hop and Beer, the complex of
museums and expositions dedicated to hop cropping and trading, malting and brewing, located in
historical buildings of hop processing and trading companies. We will have meal in the restaurant
within this complex, and taste the production of the microbrewery.
We expect to be back to the hotel at around 18:00.
Conference dinner – Thursday 26/9
The conference dinner will be organized in the form of reception at the boat VALENCIA. The boat
is berthed near the Čechův most bridge, which can be easily reached on foot from Staroměstská
metro station (green line A) or from the tram stop Právnická fakulta. There will be many other
boats so be sure you enter the right one. We will leave the bank at 19:00, so please be there in time.
Even a small delay may result in leaving you behind and predating your meal by other
carabidologists. While feasting on the menu we will cruise the river Vltava and enjoy the
magnificent views on the Prague castle, bridges and embankments. The meals and two drinks are
included in your fee.
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How to move around Prague during the meeting
Prague is a touristic city and as such it attracts various unpleasant characters such as pickpockets.
You should watch after your belongings carefully especially in crowded places. Use only
responsible taxi companies, such as AAA taxi (call 14014) or Taxi Praha to minimize the risk of
being cheated by a fake taxi. Public transport is well developed and it takes you basically wherever
you want, so it is recommended. Basic ticket costs 32 Kč. If you plan to travel more often 3-day
ticket (310 Kč) may be an option for you.
The city centre can be best reached from the hotel by bus lines 119, 218 and X26 from Nad
Džbánem stop (point B) and then by metro, or by train from Praha – Veleslavín train station (point
F).
Some leisure tips:
Best ice cream
Angelato, Rytířská 962/27, 110 00 Praha - Staré Město
Best beer
Minipivovar U Tří růží, Husova 232/10, 110 00 Praha - Staré Město – rather new microbrewery in
the heart of the historical centre has rapidly gained reputation in the community of beer fans. It
produces both lagers and special beers, including ales, wheat beers and strong abbey-type beers.
Klášterní minipivovar Strahov, Strahovské nádvoří 301/10, 118 00 Praha - Hradčany – respected
microbrewery close to the Prague castle is often crowded by tourists, but beers are excellent and
cuisine as well. The added value of this place is magnificent view on the historical Prague from the
nearby viewpoint or proximity to the Castle or the Lesser-side.
Zlý Časy, Čestmírova 390/5, 140 00 Praha - Nusle – the first and the most famous of the beer bars
in the Czech Republic offering more than one beer kind (which used to be normal until recently).
Currently they offer mostly Czech beers from microbreweries on 48 taps at three bars, but German
or Belgian beers can also be sampled there.
Culture – visit www.praguewelcome.cz for current information about exhibitions and touristic sites.
Organizer’s choice:
Museum of Czech cubism, Dům u Černé Matky Boží, Celetná 34, 110 00 Praha - Staré Město
Tower of the Old town hall, Staroměstské náměstí 1/3, 110 00 Praha - Staré Město
The Villa Müller, Nad Hradním vodojemem 14, 162 00 Praha - Střešovice
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